
   

 

Kevin Hogan Writes... 

February/March 2026 

Sanchez (ICP) 5 years on 
4/26 and Maria Medrano 
(Rockford) 25 years on 
4/23. We will have 3 nota-
ble anniversaries: Johnny 
Ward (Ripley) 12 years on 
4/16, Jason Smith 
(Corporate) and Nate An-
derson (Corporate) 23 
years on 4/14. 

We will have one mile-
stone anniversary: John 
McNabb (Memphis) 30 
years on 5/28.  We will 
have a few notables: Kim 
Quartaro (ICP) 11 years 
on 5/18, Margaret 
Haycraft (Ripley) 12 years 
on 5/11, Sylvia Davis 
(Corporate) 13 years on 
5/13 and Tony Chiodini 
(Corporate) 28 years on 
5/26.  

Winter seems to want to hold 
on and not let Spring in.  South 
Carolina has had one of the 
coldest winters in a long time. 
It seems like most of the coun-
try is affected as well. 

I will be heading to Tennessee 
at the beginning of April for 
more than a week over Easter. 
It is my intention to spend 
some time at the Ripley Oper-
ation. We will be heading back 
to Wisconsin at the beginning 
of May.  

After reading sales reports, it 
seems that ConAg was a suc-
cess. Dino, Jason, Tim and 
Andy participated. They also 
tied this into a visit to our Las 
Vegas Operation. 

I would like to wish a Happy 
Birthday to all celebrating 
Birthdays in February, March, 
April and May....... 

We have two milestone anni-
versaries in February: Randy 
Terrille (Las Vegas) 15 years 
on 2/7 and Jerry Hankins 
(Ripley) 20 years on 2/20. 
There were many notables: 
David Frye (Corporate) 14 
years on 2/20, Lisa Finch and 
Gerhard Jerding (Ripley) 14 
years on 2/26, Marcko 
Clemons, Jeffery Graves, 
Balinda Hairfield, Rachel 
Langley, Leslie Mayberry, 
Teresa Scott and Mary Smith 
(all in Ripley) 14 years on 
2/27. It must have been a big 
hiring day.  

We had 3 milestone anniver-
saries in March: Donna 
Sangster and Nicholas 
Wooster (both from Ripley) 
10 years on 3/7. James Story 
(the rock of Ripley) 15 years 
on 3/28.  

We will have 2 milestone an-
niversaries in April: Juan 
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Kevin Hogan 
Russell’s Words 
Of  Wisdom... 

 
 

“Every sunrise 
is a reminder 
that you have 

another chance 
to be better.” 

 
 

ICP  Writes... 
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ICP Cont... 

GET TO KNOW ICP’S KIM 
QUARTARO! 
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Tim Charles Writes: 

2026 is a World Cup year, so many people casually interested in soccer will follow along this summer. The US is host-
ing the event for the first time since 1994, and matches will be played at several different sites in the US, Canada, and 
Mexico. 

In the US, the NFL is still the most popular sport to watch, but in terms of global viewership, soccer is much larger. The 
most recent Super Bowl was watched by 125 million people. The last World Cup Final was watched by over 1.5 billion 
people.   

For those not entirely familiar with the World Cup, here’s a brief overview: 

48 countries are playing in the World Cup, and the favorites are Brazil, France, Argentina, England, and Spain. 

There are 12 groups of 4 teams - each country plays the 3 other countries in their group once. You get 3 points for a 
win, and 1 point for a draw.  

The two teams with the most points from each group automatically advance, along with the eight third-place teams with 
the most points.  

After the group stage matches, are the round of 32 matches, and from here on, if you lose, you’re out of the World Cup.  

While it would be nice to see the US do well in this World Cup, they haven’t been as far as the quarterfinals since 2002. 

2026 IS A  WORLD CUP YEAR!!! 
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Tim Charles Cont... 

This month I attended the Commodity Classic – a very large annual event for manufacturers of agricultural equipment. 
AEM sponsors the Commodity Classic this month and then they also sponsor Con Expo next month.   

Over 400 exhibitors of agricultural equipment are present, with all the largest manufacturers such as John Deere, AGCO, 
and CNH in very large booths showing their products. It was also interesting to hear the event’s keynote speaker, Brooke 
Rollins, who is the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. She talked about the government’s policies for American agriculture, 
related to farmers, and those involved in agricultural manufacturing.  

I was able to talk with some current contacts and also meet with some people who I hadn’t had the opportunity to speak 
with before. As with other trade shows in our industry, this is one where you have the opportunity to build on relation-
ships with customers, and prospective customers for Pierce.  

AEM SPONSORS THE COMMODITY CLASSIC 
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Andy Oltremari Writes…  
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HR Writes... 
Rockford Network of Professional Women Matters 

The Rockford Network of Professional Women (RNPW) has been empowering women in the Rock River Re-
gion since 1981, when four local leaders—Mildred Berry, Barbara Chapman, Marcella Harris, and Jeanine 
Wortmann—came together with a shared vision: to support and elevate professional women through connec-
tion and collaboration. 

That vision continues today through a dynamic organization focused on education, mentorship, and meaning-
ful networking. RNPW’s mission is to encourage both professional and personal growth, while helping women 
build strong relationships and contribute to their communities. 

I recently attended the February and March luncheons alongside colleagues Tammy Carley, Corporate Gov-
ernment Manager, and Sylvia Davis, Sr. PC/Network Specialist. Each event highlighted the value of stepping 
outside our day-to-day roles to connect with other driven, supportive women in the region. 

What makes RNPW especially impactful is its commitment to creating an inclusive, respectful, and empower-
ing environment. Members have access to career guidance, leadership development opportunities, and a 
strong network of professionals who are eager to share knowledge and support one another. 

For our organization, encouraging involvement in groups like RNPW is a smart investment. Employees gain 
fresh perspectives, expand their professional networks, and return with renewed energy and ideas that bene-
fit the workplace. 

Joining RNPW isn’t just about networking—it’s about growth, leadership, and being part of a community that 
actively lifts women up. 

Representing our 
team at the Rock-

ford Network of Pro-
fessional Women 

luncheon—building 
connections and 
growing together. 

At left, Chris Cacciatore and Tammy 
Carley. At right, Sylvia Davis and Chris 
Cacciatore 

At left, Angela Kay Larson, CEO of the 
Greater Rockford Chamber of Commerce, 
delivers a stirring tribute to her mother. At 
right, Jennifer Muraski, the elected Coroner 
of Winnebago County, spoke about her life 
and journey to being Coroner. Both women 
delivered stirring addresses to an apprecia-
tive crowd. The meetings also have every-
one introduce themselves, and these wom-
en are from all walks of life and companies!! 
It’s an amazing network of professional 
women! 
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IT Corner... 

¨ One compromised password can unlock multiple accounts. When passwords are reused, a single data breach can 
spread across your email, banking, and work systems. Use unique passwords to stop the chain reaction.  

¨ Longer is stronger—use passphrases. Instead of a short, complex password like P@ssw0rd!, create a longer phrase 
such as CoffeeRainSunsetTrain. The added length dramatically increases security and makes it harder for automat-
ed cracking tools to break in.  

¨ Turn on multi-factor authentication whenever you can. MFA requires an additional verification step — such as a one-
time code, authentication app approval, fingerprint, or security key. This extra layer dramatically reduces the risk of 
unauthorized access.  

TAKE IT 
FROM THE 

PROS!! 

Rockford Writes... 
The last couple years, we’ve had winter residents here at Plant 2.  They’re quiet and low maintenance.  They enjoy their time here – 
out of the cold, wind and snow.   

Warmer weather came earlier this year and they’re anxious to head North to their summer home.  We reminded them it’s March in 
Northern Illinois, so they reluctantly agreed to hang around a while longer.  In the meantime, they convinced Ken to take them outside 
so they could enjoy the warm southern breeze and soak up some sun.   

Ken tagged along…kept them company and out of mischief!  We didn’t want anyone hitching a ride with FedEx or UPS. 

Fast forward a week…we got 6” of snow and 45 mph winds.  Our guests were extremely grateful they were still at their winter resi-
dence. 

Since the last snow, I’ve seen countless robins and finally the true sign of spring – a red-winged blackbird!   
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Memphis Writes... 
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Memphis Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 



 22 

 

Pierce Distribution Services Company 

Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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Ripley Writes... 
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W Columbia Writes... 
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W Columbia Cont... 
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W Columbia Cont... 
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W Columbia Cont... 
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Our C.F.O. Writes... 

Mark Strawn 
Andy Oltremari 
Shane Bishop 
Tony Chiodini 
Travis Shaw 
Jaquil White Lampley 
Detayus Mason 
Michael McCoy 
Brett Downey 
Mark Powell 
Lois Patmythes 
Marcko Clemons 
Timothy Goodwin 
Tracy Stokes 
Brandon Whitelow 
Gennesis Medrano 
Monica McDonald 
Mark Tavarez 

1 
6 
7 
7 
10 
10 
11 
11 
12 
14 
15 
18 
18 
18 
20 
21 
25 
30 
 

7 
C 
9 
C 
7 
9 
7 
9 

ICP 
7 
2 
7 
7 
9 
7 
2 
7 
7 
10 

April  
 BIRTHDAYS 

Name                                 Day      Plant 

APRIL 
  ANNIVERSARIES 

Name                       Day       Plant 
Maria Medrano 
Jason Smith 
Nate Anderson 
Johnny Ward 
Sara Stanley 
Juan Sanchez Camera 
Kleiy Koun 
Cleveland Batie 
Valencia Nelson 
Alma Killingsworth 

04/23/01 
04/14/03 
04/14/03 
04/16/12 
04/20/20 
04/26/21 
04/10/23 
04/07/25 
04/07/25 
04/21/25 

2 
C 
C 
7 
3 

ICP 
ICP 
9 
9 
7 

 Well-Being Website  
February/March 2026 

 
 

Staying hydrated is one of the simplest things you can do for your 
health, but it’s also one of the easiest to forget. Your body is made up of 
more than half water, so when you don’t drink enough, things just don’t 
work as well as they should. 

Water helps your body do everyday jobs like keeping your energy up, 
helping your brain stay focused, and even improving your mood. If 
you’ve ever felt tired, foggy, or cranky for no reason, there’s a good 
chance you just needed a glass of water. 

It also plays a big role in digestion and keeping your body “moving” 
properly. Drinking enough water helps your kidneys flush out waste and 
can even support healthy skin, making you look more refreshed and 
awake. 

When you’re even a little dehydrated, you might notice headaches, low 
energy, or feeling sluggish. And if you’re active or it’s warm outside, your 
body needs even more water to keep up. 

The good news? Staying hydrated doesn’t have to be complicated. Car-
ry a water bottle, sip throughout the day, and listen to your body. If 
you’re thirsty, you’re already a little behind—so drink up. 

At the end of the day, drinking enough water is one small habit that 
makes a big difference. It’s an easy win for your health, your energy, 
and how you feel every single day. 
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May 
  ANNIVERSARIES 

Name                       Day       Plant 
Tony Chiodini 
John McNabb 
Sylvia Davis 
Michael Deberry 
Margaret Haycraft 
Kim Quartaro 
Antonio Lewis 
Charles Chaney 
Karina Jimenez 
Spencer Foster 
Lakyra Beard 
Rashell Sanchez 
Richard Terry 
Benjamin Pratt 
Amber Boyd 
Stefan Curtis 
John Butler Jr. 

05/26/98 
05/28/96 
05/13/13
05/11/14 
05/11/14 
05/18/15 
05/14/18 
05/04/20 
05/02/24 
05/20/24 
05/05/25 
05/05/25 
05/05/25 
05/05/25 
05/05/25 
05/12/25 
05/13/25 
05/19/25 
05/19/25 

C 
C 
C 
7 
7 

ICP 
3 
2 
7 
7 
7 
7 

ICP 
9 
7 
7 
7 
 

Tyron Walker 
Jaqesha Murray 
Steven Hendrix 
Jason Smith 
Crystal Ruiz 
Chris Wright 
Dorothy Toomes 
Troyce Wilson 
Casey Richardson 
Mohammed Raekwan 
Jamie Summar 
Ken Holze 
Juan Sanchez Camera 
John McNabb 
Alan Knoke 
Emily Cunningham 
Eric Currie 
James Pearson 
 

1 
2 
3 
3 
4 
4 
5 
7 
8 
10 
12 
13 
13 
15 
19 
21 
21 
26 
27 

9 
7 
7 
C 
2 
3 
7 
9 
7 
2 

ICP 
3 
7 
C 
7 
7 
7 
7 
 
 

May  
 BIRTHDAYS 

Name                        Day              Plant 


