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Jack’s Words

of Wisdom...

If you want to
enjoy the
rainbow-you
must first put
up with the

rain.

—

August 2008 ="

Kevin Hogan Writes...

| hope that everyone had a
great summer as we bring it
to a close. We traveled to
Lexington, Kentucky to visit
Carlos and his associates.
The plant looked great as
usual. We had dinner with
Tom Roberts, Rod Boyer,
Carlos and their wives. It
was a great time. I'd like to
wish Tom all the best as he
sets to retire at the end of
September. Carlos and
some of the associates
joined a softball team made
up of LBX personnel. | hope
that Carlos will send us a
team picture and record that
we can share with every-
one. Carlos and some of the
LBX personnel are creating
a basketball team for the
fall. Carlos also attended an
LBX event at a minor
league baseball game,
where he got to throw out
the first pitch. | would like to
thank Bob Harvell and all
the LBX people for including
Carlos and all the Pierce
associates in their activities.
We left Lexington bound for
Tennessee. This was a two
fold trip where Donna could
attend two wedding show-
ers for her daughter
(Candice), and | could
spend time at the plant in
Humboldt. Jay had the plant
in order as usual. They are
very busy and seem to be
meeting the changing needs
of Komatsu. | had a very
nice dinner with Terry
Varner from Komatsu who
wanted to thank us for all
the support we had given
the Ripley PDC during
these busy times. | was able
to see all of Donna’s rela-
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tives while we stayed at Can- with their families were in-
dice’s home in Ripley. | even vited. There were games for the
had dinner at Chisholm Lake kids— Moonwalk, Dino Slide,
Steak House in” the bottoms” Ring Toss, Race Car, candy
with a very good friend and his bags, sno-cones and cotton
wife. candy. There was a face and

| visited the Belvidere plants  hair painter who also made bal-
where | got to sit down with loon animals for the kids. For
Larry and discuss his increa- lunch we had brats, hamburg-
sing business and the plans to ers, hot dogs, potato salad,
meet the increasing needs of coleslaw, watermelon and lots
his current customers. Larry  of other food and drink. Tom
has a plan and is putting it into and Fernando drew tickets for
motion. He also is overseeing prizes. Afterwards, they went to
the Powertrain building where a local park and played volley-
he has moved some of our ball. The turnout was pretty
slower moving accounts to good, and it seemed that all had
make room for the fast paced a good time. | would like to
business of his woodshop. |  thank Debbie Martinez and
once saw a competitor's wood- Michele Elwell for coordinating
shop that | always referred to this cookout. | would also like to
as “the woodshop on steroids” thank Fernando Landa for com-
and | think Larry’s woodshop is ing in early Saturday morning
getting there. | visited Belvi-  and setting up everything out-
dere South where things are  side the plant.

booming. The building is load- Our summer has been all about
ed with Navistar and their soft- the wedding - that is, Candice’s
ware company personnel es- wedding. She had a “desti-
tablishing systems and proc- nation” wedding in Sandestin,
esses to support our activities. Florida. Donna has been driving
John Mullin, Dino McNabb and up and down the highways to
Judy Spitson head up our teamattend wedding showers in Rip-
as we, “on the fly” set up this ley, Tennessee. We thought that
new building, hire more people,we may have about 40 people
get our hands on our govern- attending but were surprised
ment contracts, and deal with  when we had 61 confirmations.
the government limited ship-  Ben flew back from Portland.
ping schedules. This facility is Meggie and Bob joined Donna
not like our Gehl Distribution  and me on the flight to Destin.
Center shipping many lines a Most of the people drove down
day, because we have to work from Ripley to celebrate the
through two internal systems sunset wedding. Candice mar-
and with the government. ried DJ Freeman on 8/9/08.
When you do business with the Candice, no doubt, was an
government, as we have for 54 amazingly beautiful bride. The
years, you learn quickly that  wedding, which consumed

you work with their rules. much of Donna’s summer, was
Bolingbrook had their Corpo- a success.

rate Cookout last Saturday at .
the plant. Our associates along I KeVI N HO”an I




Quality/Safety Sue Writes...

QUALITY

E A new phrase is
cropping up in
the Quality world.

“Lean Warehousing” which

means to do more with less.

Pierce Distribution has been

using this concept for the past

30 years. Each customer pro-

posal is reviewed for the pur-

pose of weeding out time con-
suming bottle-necks. As you
become more acquainted with
processing your assigned re-
sponsibility, you may find short-
cuts that meet the procedures
and make your job easier. Help
us out by bringing your experi-
ence to the Director of Quality,

Sue, located in Plant 2. You can

write, e-mail, or talk to me in

person or by phone. You talk, |
listen. | will then review the
process to see if we can change
the working procedures. E-Malil

PDSCSUES@AOL.com or

AN §

SAFETY

All Forklift driv-
ers have been
trained in the
safety of the forklift. Too many
near misses

and accidentally bumping into
employees does not reflect this
training. Beware and be aware,
slow down, and look where you
are going. Always be cautious at
corners and intersections. Ex-
pect the unexpected. It is not the
worker’s responsibility to jump
out of your way. Racing a forklift
doesn’t mean you are a good
driver, it shows that you are a
careless driver. Remember your
training and always practice
safety precautions.

SAFETY

This checks out as
'true’ on the
truthorfic-
tion.com web-
site...

L_4

For those of you who like to grill
it up during the summer, here's
a safety announcement you
should be aware of. Please put
this information out to ALL per-
sonnel. For those of you who
exchange your empty propane
tanks for full ones, this is some-
thing you definitely need to be
aware of, especially in light of
the recent news of 'Meth-labs'
in our area. Meth cooks are get-
ting propane tanks from ex-
changes at Wal-Mart, Kroger,
etc. and emptying them of the
propane. Then, they are filling
them with anhydrous ammonia
(which they now have a recipe
for by the way) to disguise their
illegal doings. After they are
finished with them, they return
them to the store. They are then
refilled with propane and sent
back for you and me to buy.
Anhydrous ammonia is very
corrosive and weakens the
structure of the tank. It can be
very dangerous when mixed
with propane and especially
when hooked up to our grills,
etc. You should inspect the pro-
pane tank for any blue or green-
ish residue around the valve
areas. If it is present, refuse to
purchase that tank. Have your-
self a nice and SAFE barbeque.

Sue Soltysiak

-

SEPT. BIRTHDAYS

Name Day Plant
Matthew Moreno 03 6
Dave Gilmore 04 8
Angel Vasquez 05 3
Silvina Aceves 06 3
Tyrone Sims 08 6
Robyn Fryman 09 5
Teresa Jones 09 7
Leticia Medrano 10 2
Bernice Ulrich 14 6
[Mark Spetly 18 3
Dario J. Nanni 18 6
[Moe Jordan 19 7
Dario L. Nanni 20 2
Cynthia Mena 20 8
Tony Strawn 21 7
Pablo Ruiz 22 3
Laura McBryde 23 2
Richard Carisalez 24 2
\Winter Norris 24 2
Elia Arroyo 27 3
Landon Boyer 27 5
Jennifer Mareska 30 4

SEPT. ANNIVERSARIES

Name Day Plant
Carol Monti 9/12/77 | 2
Felipe Ferrer 9/24/83 | 3
Paul Holland 9/17/93 | 7
Jorge Perez 9/20/93 | 2
Elia Arroyo 9/17/97 | 3
Juana Huerta 9/22/97 | 3
Corey Bryson 9/16/99 | 7
Shelia Huspon 9/21/99 | 7
Dan Fernandez 9/18/00 | 8
Russell Cain 9/20/00 | 7
Tereso Cervantes | 9/09/02 | 3
John Mullin 9/01/04 | C
Dario I. Nanni 9/13/04 | 2
Richard Jones 9/19/05| 8
Freda Russell 9/26/05 | 7
Ray Brown 9/15/06 | 7
Mary Etta Mullins 9/04/07 | 5
Jerry Vanlandingham | 9/04/07 | 5
Gracie Mathis 9/17/07 | 7
Warcelia Simpson | 9/17/07 | 7
William Kirkman 9/17/07) 7




PDSC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM &,
ANNOUNCES... %

Eric Garcia, of Joliet, lllinois, renewed for the PDSC scholarship to continue at the University of
St. Francis college in Joliet, for the Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 semesters. Eric’s elected field of
study is business. Eric is the son of Alicia DeAnda and Primitivo Garcia. Ms. DeAnda is an asso-
ciate of Plant 3 in Bolingbrook, Il. Eric has averaged taking 17 credit hours per semester and is
carrying a cumulative GPA of 3.25. We know that Eric and his parents must be very proud of
Eric’s academic success. Congratulations to you, Eric Garcia, and your Pierce Family wishes you
the best of luck in your future. Keep up the good work.

Alberto G. Alcantara, of Woodridge, lllinois, renewed the PDSC scholarship to attend the Univer-
sity of lllinois at Chicago, for the Fall 2008 and the Spring 2009 semesters. He will be entering his
third year of study with a major course of study in Electrical Engineering. Alberto is the son of Al-
berto D. and Ruby Alcantara. His father works at our Bolingbrook, lllinois facility.

Alberto has averaged 15 credit hours per semester and is carrying a cumulative GPA of 4.0. We
know that Mr. and Mrs. Alcantara must be very proud of Alberto’s academic success.
Congratulations to you, Alberto Alcantara, and we wish your Pierce Family wishes you the best of
luck in your future. Keep up the good work.

Blake Taylor, of Humboldt, Tennessee, is awarded the PDSC scholarship to attend Freed-
Hardeman University in Henderson, TN for the Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 semesters. He will be
entering his freshman year with a major course of study in Business Management. Blake is the
son of Bobby and Kristi Taylor. Kristi works at our Humboldt facility in Tennessee.

Blake graduated from Jackson Christian High School in Jackson, TN in May, 2008 with a 3.5
GPA and ranked 25th in his class. While in high school, Blake played football, basketball and
baseball, with State Championship Awards in both football and baseball. Blake received an Ath-
letic/Academic scholarship from Freed-Hardeman and will continue his sports in baseball. Con-
gratulations, Blake, on your achievements...and best of luck in the future.

“TheWay We Were” ...More Good Ole Days....

And—the group
on the right with
positions “back in
the day”- from
left to right: John
Mullin, VP,
Pierce Packag-
ing; Carl Malazio,
Broadway Plant
Mgr; Rojean
Thorn, Floor As-
sociate, Broad-
way Plant; Mike
Perricone, Plant
Mgr. Blackhawk

Barb Pierce, at the time—President, Park Ave. Plant.  cqy1d you have named any of them?
Pierce Packaging Careful—you might show your . . uh.
.uh . .wisdom!



Belvidere West Writes...

Hello from AxleTech. July
was another busy month for
us. I would like to thank eve-
rybody on the AxleTech
Team who helped pitch in at
the end of the month to en-
sure we hit our sales goal.
Making sure orders are out
the door in time to reach the
customers’ dock date is ex-
tremely important and could
not be done without great
teamwork.

| would like to welcome
Laura McBryde to our cus-
tomer service team. For the
past three years, Laura has
worked as an Expeditor with
our AxleTech Purchasing
group. Laura is now on the
other side of the fence so to
speak. With Laura’s experi-
ence with the AxleTech
product line as well as VAM,
the transition has been very
smooth. Laura is easy to
work with and always willing
to go above and beyond to
help others.

to AxleTech. Brian has re-
cently taken on the Shipping
Coordinator position. Brian is
doing a great job balancing
truck shipments, international
shipments, data entry for
tracking numbers and freight
charges as well as assisting
our CSR’s with shipping
guestions. We do appreciate
all of your help.

| would also like to thank Ma-
risa Moran & Jennifer Groth-
man for their dedication to the
AxleTech account over the
past few years. As reported
last month, Marisa & Jennifer
have transferred to the Navis-
tar account at Plant 6. Itis a
bit quieter in our office
now.....right, Jennifer???
With all jokes aside, | do miss
both of them each day. We all
enjoyed working with Marisa
& Jennifer and wish them the
best.

Until next month, keep up the
good work!

| would also like to wel-

come Brian Andersen back I Courtney Bottcher I

BELVIDERE WEST'S EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
Congratulations to Joyce Hulstedt, Belvidere West's Employee
of the Month for August. Joyce has been with Pierce in the
AxleTech Purchasing Department for just over a year now.
Joyce has spent her first year with us working hard to learn as
much as she can and is quickly becoming a skilled Purchasing Analyst and Expeditor, as well as a strong leader. She has
recently taken on the task of being the lead person in our department and is training our new Purchasing Analyst & Expe-
ditor, Jerome Dock. Joyce does a great job and brings a positive attitude and good humor to the office. Keep up the ex-

cellent work, Joyce!

Laura McBryde

It is hard to believe that summer is al-
most over and that soon the weather
and the leaves will be changing to re-
flect the arrival of Fall. The seasons
are not the only things that have been
changing around our department. Pro-
curement has relocated operations—
yet again. This time we stayed in the
same building but we moved to a more
secluded location that better fits our
operations. Our new set-up has really
made a difference in the time it takes
to pick parts. The parts are much eas-

ier to locate and access, being that
they are all localized to one big wall of
our warehouse. There were other de-
velopments and changes within the
Company that made it necessary for us
to make the recent move, but as it
turns out, it was quite the improvement
for Procurement. We have settled in
our new area and are really enjoying
our newly added benefits of location,
location, location.

We have had another change in our
department this month. Rob Lesak has

transferred to Procurement and has
taken over for Brian Andersen, who
has accepted a position in AxleTech.
Rob has really grasped the processes
of our operations along with doing an
outstanding job of getting the floor
organized during our latest transfer.
The last thing | would like to mention
is that 2008 is the Cubs’ year to go all

Erin Sparrow




Bolingbrook Writes...

Summer is almost over, but the work is
very steady. We have definitely been
busy. Our Express Line is doing well
and moving material quickly. We have
also been getting plenty of allocations.
Label Only, HLM, Heavy Pack and
Main Line # 2 continue to move a lot of
work which assists us in holding down
turn time. Thanks to all of my leads -
Javier, Luis, Cristobal and Laura for
doing a great job. Thanks to Blanca for
helping me with A cards for Beloit and
HLM. Also, | want to thank Florencio
for his efforts with the Beloit and HLM
breakdown. Everyone, keep up the
great job.

I Alberto Alcantara

Hello to
you all
and let
me in-
troduce
myself. |
am
Karen
Soifer,
the new
PC/Network Specialist person here at
Plant 3. I've been with Pierce since 6-
2-2008. Before coming to Pierce, | was
a stay at home mom for nine months to
be a room mom and shuttle my two
boys around. Prior to that, | had been
with the same employer for thirteen
years working my way into the IT dept.
I've lived in the Chicagoland area all of
my life. I'm currently residing in Crest
Hill, which is twelve miles from Boling-
brook. I live with my husband, Stuart,
of six years and our two beautiful little
boys; lan who is five and Alex who is

e

From the Desk of the CFO ...

four. We adopted them together from
Russia back in November 2005. This
truly was an experience of a lifetime,
and | would do it all over again.
Needless to say these two boys are
quite active and keep us busy attend-
ing the zoos, amusement parks and all
the summer festivals we can handle.
lan was on the Crest Hill Pony
Leagues T-ball team earlier this year
and he had a blast playing. We en-
joyed watching him improve with each
game and can’t wait until next year
when both boys will be playing.

I'm glad to be a part of the Pierce Fam-
ily and enjoy working with everyone
here. Getting to know how things are
done and working in a distribution envi-
ronment has been a change of pace
for me. Everyone here has been great
in helping to get me on board with the
procedures. Working with Jason Smith
has been a pleasure; | look forward to
many years here at Pierce.

|  Tony Chiodini |




